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NESTING 
 
The first night of each session of camp, as far back as I can remember, we have engaged in the exact same piece of 
camp program.  It is called “nesting.”  This is when the boys, along with their counselors, (and depending on the 
age of the cabin group, we might throw in a specialist or a camp director!) spend the evening unpacking their 
belongings, making their beds, and creating a home in their new cabins.  For obvious reasons, this is a very 
important time.  First of all, procedurally, it just makes sense to get the boys unpacked right away so that we can 
start doing camp in earnest the next day without any delays.  Second, and more importantly, we understand the fact 
that those cabins are, in a very real sense, the homes of those boys for four or eight weeks.  One of the most 
important things we can do for the boys is to help them create that feeling of “home” as quickly as possible. 
 
This past summer, I paid particularly close attention to making sure that we did our “nesting” as well as possible.  
In part because that is what any responsible camp director would do, but also because, this year, the whole concept 
of “nesting” loomed particularly large in my consciousness.   
 
Normally, a day or so after Family Camp ends, Steph and I pack up our own family and venture out on some 
journey in the area surrounding camp.  We have taken several trips up the North Shore of Lake Superior, and have 
always really enjoyed that week together as a family, after the intense camp season that forces us to spend so much 
time apart from each other. 
 
This year, a day or so after Family Camp, we packed up once again.  But this time, the journey was a bit more 
significant.  This was not just a regular post-camp family outing…this was the ultimate post-camp family outing.  
You see, over the course of the summer, we sold our house in Plymouth, Minnesota and threw all of our 
belongings into storage in our new hometown, Boise, Idaho. 
 
(Continued on Page 3)
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The move to Boise, Idaho has happened, and after a two day, 1653 mile 
journey across the country, I am at the winter office…kind of.  I can’t wait for 
that Idaho license plate with a big ol’ trout on it…ah the simple things in life.  
All the way to Billings, MT, I was saddened about leaving the Lake Superior 
region, but as soon as my eyes caught sight of the crystal clear rivers (that 
must be infested with trout), that sadness switched to excitement.  I must say 
that between the mountains, rivers, and high desert, it will not be so bad being 
away from Lake Superior for seven months.  With that all said, I have returned 
back to Nebagamon for the past month.  Being able to fish the rivers in the 
early morning, catch a sunset over Lake Superior, and visit with friends has 
been amazing.  In another week however, I will be making that drive west 
again, and I’m sure I will tear up for those first thousand miles, but will be 

rescued with the sight of those sediment-free rivers of the West.  Till then though, I am going to soak up everything 
Douglas County has to offer!  It is that time of year when I cannot step off the Big House porch and see the energy 
of camp, so I am going to need everyone’s help to keep myself and the entire camp family in the loop.  If you have 
news of an award, extracurricular activities, theatrical involvement, big fish caught, or anything else, please shoot 
me an email at fornear@campnebagamon.com or call 208-345-5544.  Till next time, get outside and soak up some 
fresh air! 
       
IT MAY INTEREST YOU TO KNOW that Josh Hanson-Kaplan (Boise, ID) scored the first goal for his team, 
Iced Lightning, in his first soccer game in Boise.  Leo Mack (Lake Nebagamon, WI) began playing the saxophone. 
Gabe Sher (Philadelphia) plays soccer for the Blue Lightning.  Sam May (Nashville) is staying busy with football, 
soccer and the drums.  Jacob Miller (San Antonio) recently made his school’s drum core and he is also playing 
tennis.  Jacob also made a two week trip to Spain which he really enjoyed.    
 
IN THE WHERE-ARE-THEY-NOW DEPARTMENT: Peter Blair (Memphis/Seattle ’85-’87, ’90, ’92-’98, 
‘01) has been named Early Childhood Education Director for the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer 
Island in Seattle, WA.  Fred Fechheimer ( Detroit ’50-’53, ’55-’56) has been doing pro-bono legal work for The 
Nature Conservancy and Habitat for Humanity.  Ryan Marks (Chicago ’81, ’88-’90) has been named head 
basketball coach at the University of Texas – Pan American.  Andy Rolfe (Deerfield, IL ’71-’73, ’75, ’77-’79) is 
teaching a class in management consulting at the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University.   
 
WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS  go to Nate Engle (Minneapolis ’04-’06) and Kari Stellmaker 
(Minneapolis).  Jonathan Goldstein (St. Louis/Boston ’84-’89, ’91, ’94, ’96-’98, ’02) and Holly Markovitz 
(L.A./Boston).  Stephan Barrows (Hopkins, MN ‘89-’95, ’97-’98) and Erin Frautchy (Madison, WI).   
 
IN THE BIBS AND DIAPERS DEPARTMENT:  It’s a boy, Francisco, for Zeza Dumont Fawcett (Brisbane, 
Australia ’07) and Jon Fawcett (Brisbane, Australia ’91-’92, ’94, ’96-’00, ’02, ’07).  It’s a girl, Reese, for Jenna 
Barnett (Highland Park, IL) and Drew Barnett (Highland Park, IL’89-’94).  It’s a boy, Tanner Nathan, for Keri 
Rosenbloom (Louisville ’91-’94, ’99-’01) and Jonathan Toback (Louisville). 
 
BAR MITZVAH CONGRATULATIONS go to Danny Hensel (Chicago) and Sam May (Nashville). 
 
WHERE ARE THEY NOW IN COLLEGE AND GRAD SCHOOL: Two CN staff, Tovah Goldfine and Brett 
Lewis, are attending Arizona State University. Cody Keys begins his first year at the University of Wisconsin – 
Superior and Shayla Bagley starts her first year at the University of St. Catherine.  Robby Balikov has begun 
classes at the University of Rhode Island, Reid Chukerman at the University of Colorado, and Phil Dexter at 
Bradley University.  Dale Glasspiegel is attending Wesleyan University, while Joey Laskin begins his first year at 
the University of Oregon.  John Nevins has begun classes at Illinois State University and Richard Palka is at North 
Carolina State University.  Peter Soroko goes to the University of California – Los Angeles.  Sam Worth goes to 
Dartmouth College.  Henry McKenna is attending Colorado College and Malcolm Kerr goes to Colby College.  
Philip Siegel begins his first year at the University of Denver.   
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Three days after Family Camp ended, there we were, all five of us, standing in the living room of our new house in 
Boise, and staring at a volume of boxes in front of us that hearkened back to that final scene from Raiders of the Lost 
Ark!  At that moment, looking at my kids (and looking inside myself), I understood just how important the entire 
concept of “nesting” is.  Clearly, for my family, that intimidating living room (despite the AMAZING view of the 
mountains it affords!) looked nothing like home.  Our family needed to feel like this was our home before we went to 
sleep that night.  We needed to nest. 
 
And that is exactly what we did that night.  We put our clothes into our cubbies (ok…maybe a tad bit of literary 
license taken there…they are dressers!), made our beds, put our stuffed animals in just the right spots, and made it 
feel like home. 
 
Looking forward to writing many Arrowhead articles for you from our new nest, perched in the beautiful foothills of 
Boise, Idaho! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAKE PLANS NOW FOR THE 2010 SEASON 

 
 
Re-enrollment materials for the 2010 camping season go into the mail this week as we begin to prepare for 
Nebagamon’s 82nd season. 
 
Returning campers are guaranteed a place for next summer if they enroll by December 1.  Returning campers 
from the Chicago area are asked to get their enrollment forms in earlier if possible.  The reason we request that 
Chicago area kids enroll earlier is that we have more prospective campers from Chicago than we can enroll 
without compromising our geographic distribution.  We want to be able to let new Chicago families know about 
enrollment early enough so that they can make plans for next summer.   
 
Please also remember that there have been years when spaces in various age groups and sessions fill by the 
deadline, so send in your enrollment early to assure a spot for 2010.  If you’re not sure about your plans, or if 
you’d like to discuss next summer with us, please call rather than let the deadline pass. 
 
If you haven’t received the enrollment materials, please contact us now, and we’ll send you the mailing.   
 

CAMP HISTORY BOOK NOW AVAILABLE!!                        
                                                                                                                                                  

We wanted to let our families know that a brand new book has been published chronicling the history of Camp 
Nebagamon.  The book, called Keeping the Fires Burning, was written by Sally and Nardie Stein.  Sally and 
Nardie directed Camp Nebagamon for 30 years, and Sally’s parents, Janet and Muggs Lorber, were the founders 
of Nebagamon in 1929.  Having grown up at camp and directed the place for so long, there are no more 
appropriate people on the planet to share both the history of camp and their perspectives on the evolution of 
Camp Nebagamon, including how cultural changes over the course of the past 80 years have affected (or not 
affected) Camp Nebagamon. The book is chock full of reflections, stories, and almost 300 pictures from all eras. 
 

The book is available at www.campnebagamonbook.com. 
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� The 2010 CAMP SEASON WILL BEGIN JUNE 18 
 
We’re already getting excited for the 2010 season here in our winter office! Although last summer still is fresh in 
our minds, we’re busy making preparations for next summer. Our dates for the 2010 season are as follows:  
                     

 
Session                                       Start End 
 
New Staff Orientation Thursday, June 10 
 
Staff Orientation Friday, June 11 Thursday, June 17 
 
Full Season  Friday, June 18  Wednesday, August 11 
 
First Session Friday, June 18 Wednesday, July 14 
 
Second Session Friday, July 16  Wednesday, August 11  
 
Family Camp Friday, August 13  Thursday, August 19 

�

NEBAGAMON’S 2009-2010 ROADSHOW 
 
One of the more fun tasks of the off-season is creating the travel schedule for the 
upcoming year.  Every year, we traverse the country meeting and reconnecting with 
members of the camp family to give them a little taste of the North Woods during the 
school year, just to keep them going!  Here is the tentative schedule for the 2009-2010 
year.  We look forward to seeing many of you at a reunion near you! 
 
 

 
2009-2010 TENTATIVE TRAVEL SCHEDULE  

Chicago November 12-15 Boston January 5 

Cincinnati December 1 New York City January 6 

Nashville December 2 Philadelphia January 7 

Atlanta December 3 Washington DC January 8 

Memphis December 4 Chicago January 9-11 

St. Louis December 5-6 Seattle TBA 

Kansas City December 7 San Francisco TBA 

Denver December 8 Los Angeles TBA 

Minneapolis January 3 Phoenix TBA 

Pittsburgh January 4 Austin/San Antonio TBA 
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Camperships for Nebagamon (CFN) was established in 1995 to provide financial aid to families whose 
children would otherwise be unable to participate in an independent summer camp program, to diversify 
independent camp populations, and to assist alumni who otherwise might not be able to send their sons 
to Nebagamon. Camperships are based on need. CFN created the Muggs and Janet Lorber Endowment, 
which has raised more than $1 million to help fund these goals. 
 
Leveraging income from the Muggs and Janet Lorber Endowment Fund and individual donations, CFN provides 
partial tuition for more than 20 boys attending Camp Nebagamon each year. Since 2002, CFN has also funded 
partial tuition for girls attending Camp WeHaKee, located in the Chequamegon National Forest of northern 
Wisconsin. As funds allow, CFN plans to identify other "partner" camps to fulfill its charitable goals. 
 
CFN depends upon continued contributions to sustain current campership levels and to be able to increase the aid 
available each year (both to keep up with the rising costs of private camps and to increase, as possible, the number 
of camperships provided each summer).�
 

�
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The Camp Nebagamon Scholarship Fund transforms the lives of at-risk children, helping 
them attend not-for-profit camps where they learn to overcome challenges including poverty 
and violence in their home communities, and cognitive, psychological or physical 
disabilities. Recipient camps are uniquely qualified to change the lives of troubled children – 
not only through recreation and friendship, but also by teaching those skills and values 
needed for success in life. Through these CN Scholarship Fund-supported camping 
experiences, disadvantaged children form life-changing relationships with peers and staff 
members who share their challenges and can serve as powerful role models and mentors in 
coping with adversity. 
 
The generosity of Camp Nebagamon alumni and friends has helped thousands of 
disadvantaged children since the CN Scholarship Fund was established in 1947 by Muggs 
and Janet Lorber. It has been administered by Sally and Nardie Stein since 1958. Donations 
serve children in their own communities in many of the cities where Nebagamon campers 
and alumni live. Thousands of campers have benefited from this fund throughout the years. 

CNSF now awards contributions to approximately 25 agency camps around the country annually. 
 
 

Contributions to both funds are fully tax-deductible. More information about the funds and how to 
contribute can be found online at http://www.campnebagamon.com/camp_family_giving.htm. 
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At camp 
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One of the best things about Camp Nebagamon is its abundance and variety of trees. It is 
interesting to note though, that the mature forest we appreciate today was a very 
immature and recovering forest when camp was founded back in 1929.  This whole area 
was logged heavily at the end of the 1800s.  As a matter of fact, the grounds of Camp 
Nebagamon were the heart of the local timber industry, the site of the Fredrick 
Weyerhaeuser Lumber Company and sawmill. But lucky for us today, the first to be cut 
also meant the first to be replanted.  So we are blessed with some of the oldest trees in 
the area. But, back in 1929, most of the trees were a mere 30-40 years old, which in the 
long life span of most trees means they were just about Swamper age. If you are lucky 
enough to get a chance to talk to any of the old timers that were around when camp was in its early years, (as I have 
been) more often than not they will tell you the biggest difference between camp now and back then is the size of 
the trees. It’s hard for me to believe that the thing I love most about Camp Nebagamon, its abundance of huge 
mature trees, was not a part of its original appeal. Being a mature forest means that, although the majority of the 
trees are middle aged, many trees are at or near the end of their life cycle, and, as with all living things, are 
susceptible to disease and pests which can kill all or part of the tree. In an open forest, dying trees are a natural part 
of the cycle of forest life; the decaying dead trees provide the food and soil for the next generation. In our occupied 
forest, unfortunately, dead and dying trees pose a hazard and or a potential disaster.  As caretakers, one of our most 
important jobs is to keep camp as free of hazards as we can.  One of the most dangerous potential hazards we have 
to manage is also our biggest asset, the mature forest. So, as you can imagine, I spend a lot of time looking up at 
trees and keeping note of their overall condition, appearance, and health, but I can often also be found staring up 
into them just for pure pleasure. 
 
Most of our preventative tree maintenance comes in the form of cutting down the dead and diseased trees in the 
fall, just before the leaves fall, and in the spring, just after the leaves open.  As you can imagine, with deciduous 
trees, leaves are an important measure of a tree’s health. Withered leaves can mean a tree just needs water or that it 
is diseased. And, of course, the lack of leaves altogether (unless it is a year of army worm boom, when the pesky 
devils eat every leaf in the forest) means the tree or limb has died. With coniferous or evergreen trees it’s a lot 
simpler to determine which trees are no longer alive. As the name implies, green is good, brown is bad.  Now, as 
the saying goes, “I am not a tree doctor, I just get to play one at camp” and so I can’t always tell you why exactly a 
tree has died or is dying, but after 14 years taking care of the trees at camp, I have gotten very good at removing 
dead trees. Deciding when the time has come to remove a sick tree is more stressful though because sick trees can 
recover, and you need to balance safety with necessity. As a matter of fact, we have to remove 10-15 trees a year, 
some years less, and some more, depending on the weather of the previous and current season. If the tree is in an 
open area, we will assess its weight distribution and determine the best direction to fell it…and then fire up the 
chainsaw, and down she comes. If the tree is enormous, or is too close to buildings, we will hire a local tree service 
to come in with a large boom arm truck and take the tree down in pieces. But, as with all things in life, the thrilling 
and exciting part, the moment when you yell timber and the tree crashes to the ground in an earth shuddering 
manner, is over all to quickly and you are left with the time consuming and hard work of cleaning up the mess left 
behind.   
 
Ready to turn all those logs into firewood for next season, it’s Caretaker Joe At Camp. 
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *    
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